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should be borne straight to the cemetery* c He Is a
Catholic/ reflected the Abbe Mouchaud^c he belongs
to us/ Quickly making a parcel of his stole and
surpliccj he rushed off to the dead man's house^
administered extreme unction^ and brought him into
his church."

"Well/* replied Constantin Marc, <c that vicar
was an excellent politician. Atheists are not formid-
able enemies of the Church* They do not count
as adversaries. They cannot raise a Church against
her, and they do not dream of doing so. Atheists
have existed at all times among the heads and
princes of the Church, and many of them have
rendered signal services to the Papacy. On the
other haiids whoever does not submit strictly to
ecclesiastical discipline and breaks away from
tradition upon a single point, whoever sets up a
faith against the faith, an opinion, a practlces against
the accepted opinion and the common practice, is a
factor of disorder^ a menace of peril^ and must be
extirpated. This the vicar^ Mouchaud^ understood,
He should have been made a Cardinal"

Madame Doulce^ who had been clever enough
not to tell everything in a breath> went on to say;

cc I did not allow myself to be discomfited by
the opposition of Monsieur le Cur6. 1 begged, 1
entreated, And his answer was: c We owe re-
spectful obedience to the Ordinary* Go to the